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ABSTRACT

Nigeria’s ambitious Energy Transition Plan (ETP) which is currently a top-priority government policy, $410
billion to achieve the planned net-zero emissions target by 2060. But the key to success is already being hindered
by a $10 billion annual funding gap. This study explores an innovative financing mechanism leveraging up to
10 per cent of Nigerian Diaspora’s $20 billion annual remittances to fund green infrastructure, focusing on the
model of the private sector-inspired Nigerian Renewable Energy Village (NREV). Motivation: This study is
motivated by the need to bridge Nigeria’s green financing gap using the untapped resources of diaspora capital
for sustainable development. Data and Methodology: Using secondary data from the Central Bank of Nigeria,
World Bank, Rural Electrification Agency (REA), the United Nations (UN), NREV project documents and
reports from other authoritative sources, we propose a Green Transition Fintech capturing 10% of remittances
($2 billion/year) via fees and exchange rate margins, integrated with a Diaspora Cooperative offering dividends
and carbon credits. Findings: The model could fund NREV’s $120 million solar mini-grid and EV infrastructure,
electrifying 100,000+ people, creating 700+ jobs, and reducing emissions. Policy Implications and
Recommendations: Regulatory reforms for Fintech and carbon markets, tax incentives for diaspora dividends,
and public awareness campaigns are critical to drive adoption. The model is scalable across Africa.

Keywords: Remittances, Renewable Resources, Financial Institutions (Fintech), renewable energy,
Environment and Development, Sustainable Development. JEL Classification: F24, Q27, G23, Q56, Q01 and
Q48 respectively.

INTRODUCTION

Nigeria’s enduring energy crisis presents a dual challenge of severe energy poverty and significant climate
vulnerability. At present, 92 million people lack access to electricity, whilst the nation remains heavily dependent
on fossil fuels for power generation. It is estimated that 10—15 gigawatts (GW) of electricity produced annually
in Nigeria comes from privately owned, small-scale diesel and petrol generators. This inefficient and
environmentally damaging energy source costs the nation approximately US$14 billion each year (Rural
Electrification Agency [REA], 2017). Launched to achieve net-zero emissions by 2060, Nigeria’s Energy
Transition Plan (ETP) requires US$410 billion in investments.

The ETP focuses on infrastructure upgrades, solar development (leveraging 5.5 kWh/m?/day potential),
emobility, and clean cooking to boost renewables to 50% by 2030. The plan aims to address the nation's 56%
electrification rate. This ambitious plan translates to an annual requirement of approximately US$10 billion
above business-as-usual spending. However, current funding from multilateral institutions such as the World
Bank and the African Development Bank falls critically short, contributing less than US$1 billion per year. This
substantial funding gap underscores the urgent need for innovative financing mechanisms to support Nigeria’s
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ambitious goals for renewable energy, e-mobility, and green infrastructure (Climate Policy Initiative [CPI],
2024).

The financing challenge is further exacerbated by the structure of existing green finance flows. More than
threequarters (US$1.6 billion) of this financing is sourced from public institutions, primarily multilateral
development finance institutions, bilateral development finance institutions, and the government itself. Only 23
per cent (US$435 million) originates from private sources, with non-financial corporations accounting for about
USS$150 million (7.7 per cent). The remainder is spread across unidentified private sources (US$192 million, or
10 per cent) and other private sector entities, which collectively account for less than 5 per cent (African
Development Bank [AfDB], 2023).

According to CPI et al. (2022), the bulk of investments (66 per cent) in Nigeria's energy systems were channelled
into on- and off-grid solar projects. With its strong green transition policy that emphasises off-grid initiatives
and its vast underserved population, Nigeria represents the most compelling off-grid electrification opportunity
on the African continent.

In the search for innovative financing models, the Nigerian diaspora which remits over US$25 billion annually
emerges as a significant yet underutilised resource for development finance. These funds, currently directed
primarily towards consumption, could be channelled into productive investments through structured
mechanisms. This paper proposes a Green Transition Fintech platform, integrated with a diaspora cooperative
business model, designed to capture 10 per cent of annual remittance inflows (~US$2.5 billion). Through fees
and exchange rate margins, this platform is projected to generate approximately US$100 million per year to fund
renewable energy projects.

The Fintech platform concept originates from a diaspora-inspired renewable energy project conceptualised by
R&S Consultancy GbR, a firm founded by Stephen Adeoye and his partners. Mr. Adeoye, a former lecturer and
international business consultant, is a first-generation Nigerian immigrant who has lived in Germany for nearly
four decades. The collective experiences of him and his partners are instrumental to the innovative approach of
incorporating a diaspora financing model into their project, the Nigerian Renewable Energy Village (NREV).
The NREV blueprint incorporates a diaspora funding mechanism through a cooperative named Nigerians in the
Diaspora Cooperative (NIDCOGQG). According to the project proprietors, NIDCOG’s vision is to become the
foremost project crowdfunding platform for the Nigerian diaspora.

With this plan embedded in the NREV project, R&S Consulting and its partners presented their proposal to the
Federal Ministry of Innovation, Science and Technology (FMIST), where the blueprint was formally
acknowledged under Nigeria’s ETP. On 19 February 2025, the FMIST issued a commitment letter endorsing the
NREYV blueprint. This was followed by a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed on 17 April 2025
between the NREV consortium, the FMIST, and the Energy Commission of Nigeria (ECN).

Problem Statement / Justification
The Urgency of the Problem

The urgency arises because every year of delayed action widens the financing gap, raises transition costs,
and heightens climate vulnerabilities. Harnessing diaspora remittances through an innovative
fintechcooperative model is therefore a pressing and immediate priority for Nigeria’s sustainable energy
future.

Justification for the Research

The proposed research project seeks to provide a comprehensive solution to Nigeria’s green-energy financing
gap by promoting the adoption of a Fintech-driven diaspora cooperative model to fund renewable
infrastructure, justified by the urgent need for sustainable local financing and timely achievement of the
nation’s 2060 net-zero target. The justification for this research is multifaceted:

Nigeria’s ambition to achieve net-zero carbon emissions by 2060, as outlined in the Energy Transition Plan
(ETP), faces a massive green-energy financing gap estimated at about US $10 billion annually. Current
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sources of funding, including government budgets, foreign aid and conventional private investment, are
inadequate and inconsistent, leaving critical renewable energy projects underfunded.

At the same time, diaspora remittances to Nigeria exceed US $20 billion every year, yet these inflows are
largely used for household consumption rather than strategic national development. Without an innovative
mechanism to redirect even a fraction of these funds toward green infrastructure, Nigeria risks delay in its
energy transition, continued dependence on fossil fuels, and missed socio-economic opportunities such as job
creation, energy security, and improved public health.

The study is therefore justified by the need to mobilize an untapped, stable, and locally-rooted source of
finance diaspora remittances through a Fintech-enabled cooperative model that can provide reliable capital for
renewable energy projects. This approach offers a sustainable, scalable alternative to external borrowing and
donor funding, while deepening diaspora engagement in Nigeria’s green development agenda.

Objectives Of the Studies
Aim

To propose and evaluate an innovative Fintech-driven Diaspora Cooperative financing mechanism capable of
mobilizing a portion of Nigeria’s annual diaspora remittances to bridge the country’s green energy financing gap
and support the successful implementation of the Energy Transition Plan (ETP) through projects such as the
Nigerian Renewable Energy Village (NREV).

Objectives of the Study

1. To assess Nigeria’s existing green energy financing gap and the limitations of conventional funding sources
in achieving the ETP’s net-zero target by 2060.

2. To examine the potential of Nigerian diaspora remittances as a sustainable source of capital for renewable
energy and green infrastructure development.

3. To design and evaluate a Fintech-driven Diaspora Cooperative model that can capture about 10% of annual
remittance inflows and channel the proceeds into green transition projects.

4. To use the Nigerian Renewable Energy Village (NREV) as a case study to demonstrate the operational
framework, financial viability, and socio-economic impacts of the proposed financing model.

5. To provide policy recommendations that will enable government and stakeholders to create the regulatory,
financial, and institutional support needed for successful adoption and scalability of the model.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The objectives of a green transition in African economies are inextricably linked to the perennial challenge of
mobilising sufficient capital, a domain where conventional financing mechanisms have proven inadequate. This
literature review synthesises existing scholarship across four critical domains: the landscape of green financing
in developing nations, the transformative potential of diaspora remittances as development finance, the
disruptive role of financial technology (Fintech), and the participatory framework of cooperative models. By
examining the intersections and gaps within these fields, this review establishes the theoretical foundation for
proposing an innovative, integrated Fintech-Driven Diaspora Cooperative model to finance Nigeria's renewable
energy infrastructure.

The Green Financing Conundrum in Developing Economies: A substantial body of literature confirms that
financing remains the most significant barrier to achieving climate and sustainable development goals in the
Global South (Agusto & Co., 2025; Climate Policy Initiative [CPI], 2024). In response, mechanisms such as
green bonds, blended finance, and publicprivate partnerships (PPPs) have emerged as critical tools. Nigeria’s
issuance of Africa’s first sovereign green bond in 2017 exemplifies this trend, demonstrating a nascent
institutional willingness to leverage capital markets for sustainable infrastructure (Okafor & Adeola, 2024).
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However, scholarly consensus indicates that these mechanisms face profound challenges in the Nigerian context
and across much of SubSaharan Africa. These include a limited pipeline of bankable projects, regulatory
instability, currency exchange risks, and persistent investor scepticism stemming from governance concerns
(World Bank, 2024; Akinyemi & Alege, 2023). Consequently, whilst de-risking investment in the green
transition space sounds practical, Africa remains over-reliant on multilateral agencies and development banks,
failing to develop innovative, localised structures that can attract capital at the scale required to meet national
ambitions, such as those outlined in Nigeria’s Energy Transition Plan (ETP) (African Development Bank
[AfDB], 2023). This gap between the availability of traditional green finance and the monumental need
underscores the necessity for alternative, scalable models.

For instance, Nigeria has issued three green bonds since 2017, totalling approximately US$50 million
(indexlinked to current exchange rates). This amount is negligible compared to the investments Nigeria actually
requires for green infrastructure, particularly given the prevailing US$10 billion annual funding gap. Whilst the
second and third green bonds have been hailed for their positive impact—reducing carbon emissions, creating
jobs, and improving livelihoods (DMO, 2025)—some critics have expressed scepticism. They highlight how
infrastructure development projects in Nigeria often remain obscure, with low transparency and accountability,
community exclusion, and an absence of sustainability checks and scalability mechanisms (Brookings Institute,
2022).

Diaspora Remittances: From Consumption to Strategic Development Finance

Globally, diaspora remittances constitute a vital, resilient, and often countercyclical flow of capital into
developing nations. The World Bank (2023) consistently highlights that these flows far exceed official
development assistance and, in many countries, rival foreign direct investment. Nigeria is a prime example, with
annual remittance inflows consistently exceeding US$20 billion and representing approximately 4 per cent of
GDP (Central Bank of Nigeria [CBN], 2024).

However, the prevailing literature notes a critical inefficiency: the majority of these funds are allocated to
immediate consumption and familial support rather than productive, job-creating investment (Musa & Ibrahim,
2022). Scholars have long argued for the strategic channelling of a fraction of these flows into national
development priorities.

Proposed instruments include diaspora bonds, which have seen success in countries like Israel and India, and
targeted investment funds (Akinyemi & Alege, 2023). The research suggests that the diaspora’s motivation to
invest is not purely financial; it is also driven by emotional connections, a desire for tangible impact in their
countries of origin, and the pursuit of social returns alongside financial ones.

Despite this recognised potential, there is a notable deficiency in empirical studies examining the practical
mechanisms for effectively mobilising remittances for specific, capital-intensive sectors like renewable energy
infrastructure in Nigeria. Nigeria has recognised the importance of tapping diaspora capital for investment, as
evidenced by the US$300 million diaspora bond issued in 2017.

The Fintech Revolution and Participatory Cooperative Models:

The rise of financial technology has fundamentally altered the landscape of financial inclusion and capital
mobilisation. Fintech platforms lower transaction costs, enhance transparency through technologies like
blockchain, and facilitate seamless cross-border payments, thereby addressing key barriers that have historically
plagued development finance (Okafor & Adeola, 2024). In Africa, the success of mobile money platforms like
M-Pesa in Kenya illustrates the power of technology to unlock economic participation.

Concurrently, cooperative models rooted in principles of member ownership, democratic governance, and
profitsharing have a proven track record in community development, particularly in agriculture and
microfinance. The academic literature posits that cooperatives foster high levels of trust and engagement by
aligning the interests of investors with those of the community (Sustainable Energy for All, 2022). However, the
application of these models in the renewable energy sector, particularly at a scale capable of funding national
infrastructure projects, remains underexplored.
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Synthesising the Gaps and Proposing a Novel Integration:

Whilst the domains of green finance, diaspora remittances, Fintech, and cooperatives are well-studied in
isolation, there is a critical gap in the literature regarding their integration. Existing research tends to operate in
silos: studies on green finance seldom engage deeply with diaspora capital, and analyses of remittances rarely
propose concrete, technology-driven investment vehicles beyond theoretical bonds. Furthermore, the potential
of the cooperative model to serve as a trust-building intermediary for diaspora investment in national projects is
virtually absent from the discourse.

This paper directly addresses this lacuna. It moves beyond theoretical propositions by examining a tangible case
study the Nigerian Renewable Energy Village (NREV) to argue for the viability of a Fintech-Driven Diaspora
Cooperative. This model synthesises these disparate strands: it leverages Fintech for efficiency and transparency,
harnesses the diaspora's financial and social capital, utilises the cooperative structure for governance and
risksharing, and directs the resultant capital toward Nigeria’s pressing green financing gap. This integrated
approach represents a novel contribution to the field, offering a scalable and replicable framework for
transforming remittances from a source of consumption into a cornerstone of sustainable development.

METHODOLOGY

This research employs a mixed-methods design to holistically assess the feasibility of a Fintech-driven Diaspora
Cooperative model for financing Nigeria's green transition. The methodology integrates quantitative and
qualitative analyses to ensure a comprehensive evaluation. The investigation is grounded primarily in secondary
data from authoritative sources, including the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), the World Bank, the African
Development Bank (AfDB), Nigeria's Energy Transition Plan (ETP) documentation, the Rural Electrification
Agency (REA), the Debt Management Office (DMO), and reports from international professional services firms
such as PricewaterhouseCoopers. This data establishes the macro-context of the nation's energy financing gap
and the scale of diaspora remittances.

The core of the empirical validation rests on a detailed case study analysis of the Nigerian Renewable Energy
Village (NREV). This utilises the project's internal financial projections, feasibility studies, and contractual
agreements as primary data to scrutinise the model's practical application. This is complemented by a rigorous
financial modelling exercise involving revenue projections for the proposed Fintech platform, a cost-benefit
analysis of the NREV, and sensitivity analyses on critical variables such as remittance volume and exchange rate
margins.

To enrich the analysis with grounded expertise, primary data will be gathered through structured interviews with
key stakeholders. This includes executives from the NREV consortium, renewable energy experts directly
involved in the project's development, and Fintech specialists. Interviews with policymakers from relevant
Nigerian ministries will also be sought to understand the regulatory landscape.

It is acknowledged that the scope for gathering a wider range of primary data is limited by two key factors: the
time constraints of this research project and the novel, pioneering nature of the NREV model itself, which means
longitudinal data on its performance is not yet available. Consequently, this study anticipates that its findings
will provide a foundational framework, warranting future expansion for more extensive primary data collection
once the model is operational. The analytical framework will apply quantitative methods for financial assessment
and qualitative methods for stakeholder and policy analysis, with findings triangulated through comparative
analysis and expert review to ensure robustness and validity.

Case Study: Nigerian Renewable Energy Village (Nrev)
Project Overview

The Nigerian Renewable Energy Village (NREV) offers a strategic, first-mover advantage for investors seeking
entry into Nigeria's nascent but highpotential energy market by presenting a diversified and scalable pipeline of
projects. This pipeline is designed to capture value across the entire green energy spectrum, commencing with
the establishment of containerised solar mini-grid plants with capacities ranging from 200 kilowatts (kW) up to
1 megawatt (MW) per designated community or cluster (NREYV, 2025). Building on this foundation, the NREV
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project will leverage a combination of financing strategies, including diaspora contributions, to facilitate the
development of a broader suite of renewable energy facilities including electric vehicles (EVs) and their charging
infrastructure, solar PV manufacturing, wind, biogas, and green hydrogen tailored to the nation’s diverse
resource endowment.

Conceptual Framework

NREV’s diaspora platform aims to capture 10 per cent of Nigeria’s US$25 billion in annual remittance
inflows(~US$2.5 billion) in transactions. Through transaction fees (e.g., 2—3 per cent) and exchange rate margins
(e.g., 2 per cent), this is projected to generate a total turnover of approximately US$100 million to fund green
infrastructure projects, such as solar mini-grids, the EV value chain, and other downstream renewable energy
projects. Integrated with a Diaspora Cooperative, modelled after R&S Consulting’s initiative in Germany, the
platform enrols remittance senders as cooperative members, granting them dividends from project returns. This
participatory model incentivises diaspora engagement whilst ensuring sustainable funding. NIDCOG will adopt
the Ziphii technology platform (https://www.ziphii.co.uk/en-in) to mobilise the diaspora.

Ziphii is a global technology platform that specialises in connecting and mobilising diaspora communities by
providing a secure, all-in-one ecosystem for communication, project management, and financial collaboration.
Its platform can be instrumental for NREV by serving as the dedicated digital hub to engage, educate, and
organise the Nigerian diaspora. Ziphii facilitates the seamless formation of the planned cooperative through
features like secure group forums for discussion, transparent project showcases for the pipelines in Nigeria, and
integrated tools for collective decision-making and governance. Crucially, its secure payment and investment
tracking systems will provide the trust and operational transparency needed to mobilise capital for project
financing.

The goal of NREV is to channel renewable resources into productive use, such as energising integrated
agricultural projects and processing facilities to boost agricultural output and value addition. Ultimately, these
components will coalesce to create a liveable, self-sufficient social infrastructure a model community that
demonstrates a holistic and replicable pathway to sustainable development.

The diaspora financing model built into NREV would automatically use its planned Fintech platform to enrol
remittance senders as cooperative members, granting them the ability to contribute to Nigeria’s green financing
whilst sending money, or to opt for direct investment in the project portfolios available within NREV. With
nearly US$100 million projected annually from this financing model, NREV has the potential to exemplify a
unique strategy to position the Nigerian diaspora as a veritable contributor to the country’s green transition by
electrifying tens of thousands of households, accelerating EV adoption, and creating thousands of jobs within
the emerging renewable energy sector.

Backed by government guarantees, Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs), and tax incentives, the NREV offers a
de-risked investment opportunity aligned with Nigeria’s ETP and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 7

(affordable, clean energy) and 13 (climate action). This paper aims to outline the operational framework,
financial viability, and socio-economic impacts of the proposed model, using the NREV as a case study. The
paper is structured as follows: a literature review, analysis of Nigeria’s green transition, the proposed financing
mechanism and projections, a detailed NREV case study, discussion, and conclusion.

Phase 1 of the NREV deploys 20 MW of solar mini-grids across 40 underserved towns, supported by 3.6 MWh
battery storage and 2 MW diesel backup, with a US$60 million CAPEX. Phase 2 establishes an EV marketing
hub and 50+ charging stations in Abuja, targeting public sector fleets, with a US$60 million CAPEX. The project
is endorsed by the Federal Ministry of Innovation, Science and Technology (FMIST) and the Energy
Commission of Nigeria (ECN), with 1,000 acres of government-provided land and sovereign guarantees.

Financial Structure

The NREV requires US$120 million in funding, fully backed by government tguaranteed debt at 10 per cent
APR, with an optional 20 per cent equity contribution (US$24 million). Phase 1 generates US$16.2 million
annually via PPAs at US$0.33/kWh, delivering a 13.8 per cent IRR and 101 per cent ROI within 5 years. Phase
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2 projects US$20 million in annual revenue from EV sales and charging fees, with a 13.5 per cent IRR and 96
per cent ROI. The combined project yields a 13.6—14.0 per cent IRR and US$86.8-91.4M NPV, with a payback
period of 4.2-4.4 years (NREV, 2025).

Alignment with Diaspora Financing

The proposed Fintech-Cooperative model could fund the NREV’s US$120 million requirement within two years,
using approximately 70 per cent (US$70 million) of the annual fees and service charges from remittances
processed through the Fintech Cooperative revenue. PPAs and EV sales ensure revenue certainty, whilst diaspora
dividends (e.g., 5—7 per cent annually) incentivise participation. The cooperative’s governance ensures equitable
fund allocation, aligning with the NREV’s socio-economic goals of electrification, job creation, and
decarbonisation.

Scalability and Replication

The NREV’s model is scalable, targeting Nigeria’s planned 10,000 mini-grids and a US$10 billion off-grid
market. Its EV infrastructure aligns with a 20 per cent annual market growth projection, offering a blueprint for
urban centres. The Fintech-Cooperative model can be replicated across Sub-Saharan Africa, where 350 million
people lack energy access, leveraging diaspora capital from countries like Ghana and Kenya.

Risk Mitigation

1. The model leverages government-backed de-risking instruments, including:

2. Sovereign guarantees for debt financing, as seen in NREV’s US$120 million package.

3. Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs) ensuring revenue certainty for mini-grid electricity and EV sales.
4. Tax holidays and regulatory fast-tracking, reducing operational risks.

5. Blockchain-based Fintech ensures transparent fund allocation, mitigating governance concerns.

Driving Diaspora Adoption

A Multi-Faceted Strategy This model aims to leverage Nigeria's substantial US$25 billion in annual remittance
inflows by encouraging the diaspora to fund green energy projects. Its success depends on a multifaceted strategy
involving targeted marketing through diaspora organisations, financial incentives like competitive dividends,
and the unique offering of carbon credits. These credits, earned for every US$1,000 remitted, can be redeemed
with partner companies, providing a tangible social benefit alongside financial returns. Trust is built through
transparent governance with diaspora representation. The expected outcomes are significant, aiming to redirect
US§$100 million annually towards Nigeria's green transition. This would help bridge a significant portion of the
funding gap whilst creating substantial socioeconomic impact, electrifying over communities, creating hundreds
of jobs, and reducing carbon emissions. The model empowers the diaspora as a veritable agent of economic
transformation.

A Comprehensive Financial Model for the Green Transition Fintech

This model projects the financial performance over a 5-year horizon (2025- 2029), which is a standard period
for such analyses.

Core Assumptions (Base Case)

1.  Total Annual Remittances to Nigeria (Year 1): $25 billion (PwC Projection). We assume a 3% annual
growth in total remittance volume, reflecting economic and demographic trends.

2. Fintech Market Penetration: 10% in Year 1, growing by 2 percentage points per year as the platform gains
trust and brand recognition (reaching 18% by Year 5).

3. Revenue Streams: a) Transfer Fee: 2% of the transaction value. b) Exchange Rate Margin: 2% of the
transaction value.

4.  Operational Costs (Opex): a) Variable Costs (Payment Processing, Compliance): 0.7% of the processed
volume. This covers bank fees, AML/KYC checks, and blockchain transaction costs. b) Fixed Costs
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(Salaries, Marketing, Tech, and Office): We model these to scale with operations. Starting at $5 million in
Year 1 and growing at 10% annually to account for team expansion and increased marketing spend.

5. Capital Expenditure (Capex - Initial Setup): $2 million in Year 0 (prelaunch) for technology development,

licensing, and initial branding.

Tax Rate: 30% (Nigeria's Corporate Income Tax rate).

7. Green Project Allocation: 70% of Net Profit After Tax (NPAT) is allocated to the Diaspora Cooperative for
investment in green projects. The remaining 30% is retained for re-investment into internal operations.

a

Year Financial Projection (Base Case) (All Figures in USD Millions)

Line Item Year 1 (2025) Year 2 (2026) | Year 3 (2027) | Year 4 (2028) | Year 5 (2029)

Market 10.0% 12.0% 14.0% 16.0% 18.0%
Penetration

REVENUE

Transfer Fees | $50.0 $61.8 $74.3 $87.4 $101.3
2%)

Total Revenue | $100.0 $123.6 $148.5 $174.8 $202.6

OPERATING
COSTS

EBITDA $77.5 $96.5 $116.4 $137.5 $159.8

EBIT /PBT $77.1 $96.1 $116.0 $137.1 $159.4

Net Profit $54.0 $67.3 $81.2 $96.0 $111.6
After Tax

* Assumes a five-year straight-line depreciation of the $2m initial Capex.
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Comprehensive Sensitivity Analysis

The success of this model hinges on two key variables: Market Penetration and the Exchange Rate Margin which
is subject to regulatory and competitive pressures. The table below shows the impact on the key output.

Annual Contribution to the Green Fund (Year 5) Key Assumptions

(Values in USD Millions)

Market Penetration (Margin) | 1.5% 2.0% (Base) | 2.5%

14.0% $53.1M | $62.2M $71.3M
18.0% (Base) $66.4M | $78.1M $89.8M
22.0% $79.7M | $93.9M $108.2M

Key Insights from Sensitivity Analysis:

1. High Leverage to Penetration: A 4% point increase in penetration (from 18% to 22%) increases the Green
Fund by ~$16M, or 20%. This underscores the critical importance of marketing, user experience, and trust-
building.

2. Margin Pressure is a Risk: If competition forces the FX margin down to 1.5%, the Green Fund drops by
~$12M (-15%). This highlights the need for a competitive but sustainable pricing strategy, potentially
competing on brand and impact rather than price alone.

3. Upside Potential: In a bullish scenario (22% penetration, 2.5% margin), the Green Fund could exceed $100
million annually by Year 5, fully covering the NREV's requirement.

Scenario Analysis

Scenario Assumptions Green Fund (Year 5) | Implication

Base Case 18% Penetration, 2% FX Margin $78.1M The model 1is viable and
generates significant capital.

Bull Case 22% Penetration, 2.5% FX Margin | $108.2M Exceptional adoption allows
funding of multiple NREV-scale
projects.

Bear Case 14% Penetration, 1.5% FX Margin | $53.1M Model contributes meaningfully
to the green transition but at a
slower pace. Cost management
becomes critical.

Regulatory | Government waives transfer fees for | $96.5M Highest  impact  scenario.

Support green-focused  transactions; fee | (Calculated) Demonstrates the power of

income drops to 0%, penetration government  partnership in
increases to 25% driving adoption by removing
cost barriers.

CONCLUSION AND POLICY RECOMMENDATION

The financial model confirms the robust viability of the proposed Diaspora Fintech. Even under conservative
assumptions, it can generate over $78 million annually for green projects within five years.

The primary driver of success is user acquisition (market penetration). Policy should therefore focus on:

1. Public-Private Partnership: The CBN and BOI should officially endorse and promote the platform to the
diaspora, significantly boosting credibility.
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2. Tax Incentives: The government could offer a tax credit to diaspora users equivalent to the transfer fee,
effectively making green remittances free for the user while the platform retains its revenue.

3. Phased Launch: Start with a pilot in a key diaspora country (e.g., the UK or US) to refine the model before
a global roll-out. This model provides a concrete, numbers-backed foundation for your research paper,
moving the proposal from a conceptual framework to a financially sound policy recommendation.

DISCUSSION AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS
Feasibility of the Proposed Model

The Fintech-Cooperative model is feasible due to its alignment with Nigeria’s $25 billion remittance inflows
and the ETP’s de-risking mechanisms. Strengths include low capital mobilization costs, government-backed
securities, and scalability via Fintech.

Challenges include regulatory hurdles for Fintech operations, diaspora trust in cooperative governance, and
adoption rates among remittance senders. Pilot projects, like the NREV, can demonstrate viability and build
confidence.

Policy Recommendations

1. Regulatory Reforms: Streamline Fintech licensing and cooperative governance frameworks to facilitate
operations.

2. Diaspora Incentives: Offer tax benefits on dividends and remittance fee deductions to encourage
participation.

3.  Public Awareness: Launch campaigns via diaspora networks and social media to promote the cooperative’s
benefits.

4. Partnerships: Collaborate with international Fintech providers and multilateral institutions (e.g., World
Bank) to enhance credibility and funding.

Broader Implications

The model supports economic diversification by reducing fossil fuel dependency and fostering green industries.
It enhances climate resilience by funding adaptation projects, such as NREV’s solar mini-grids. Globally, the
approach could inspire diaspora-heavy economies to leverage remittances for sustainable development, aligning
with the Paris Agreement and SDGs.

Expected Results / Output

Scalable Green Finance Generation: The Fintech—Diaspora Cooperative model is projected to capture 10 % of
Nigeria’s annual remittance inflows (US $2.5 billion). With a combined 2 % transfer fee and 2 % exchange-rate
margin, it can generate about US $100 million in annual revenue within the first five years.

Investment Allocation to Renewable Energy: After operating costs and tax, around 70 % of net profit which is
about US $78 million annually by Year 5 will be available for direct investment in renewable energy projects.

Case-Study Implementation (NREV): These funds can fully finance the US $120 million solar mini-grid and
EV infrastructure within two years, enabling:

e 20 MW of solar capacity across 40 underserved towns, and
e An EV hub with over 50 charging stations in Abuja. iv. Socio-Economic and Environmental Impact:
e Electrification of more than 100,000 people,
e  Creation of over 700 new jobs, and
e Significant reduction in carbon emissions through the displacement of diesel-based generation.
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Financial Viability: Financial analysis shows an internal rate of return (IRR) of 13.6—14 %, a net present value
(NPV) of about US $87-91 million, and a 4-years payback period, confirming the commercial viability of the
model.

Sensitivity and Robustness: Even under conservative scenarios (e.g., lower market penetration or reduced FX
margin), the mechanism would still channel over US $50 million annually into green projects, while higher
adoption rates could yield over US $100 million.

trategic Contribution to Energy Transition: The study demonstrates that diaspora remittances, when leveraged
through a dedicated Fintech-Cooperative platform, can bridge Nigeria’s US $10 billion annual energy-transition
funding gap and provide a replicable model for other Sub-Saharan African economies.

CONCLUSION

This paper proposes a transformative financing mechanism for Nigeria’s green transition, leveraging the $25
billion in diaspora remittances through a Green Transition Fintech and Diaspora Cooperative. By capturing 10%
of inflows (~$2.5 billion/year), the model can fund critical projects like the NREV, delivering electrification,
jobs, and carbon reduction. Backed by government guarantees and scalable via Fintech, the approach addresses
Nigeria’s $10 billion annual funding gap while offering diaspora members financial and social returns.
Policymakers, investors, and diaspora communities must collaborate to operationalize this model, ensuring
Nigeria’s leadership in Africa’s renewable energy revolution. Future research should assess the model’s longterm
impact and scalability in other African contexts.
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